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claim that these murders are part of the Indian
government’s deliberate strategy of setting mi-
norities against each other for the purpose of
keeping them within India and under the boot
of Indian tyranny. According to these rep-
resentatives, the Indian police have been re-
cruiting members of the Black Cats, a noto-
rious criminal terrorist gang in India, into the
police force. They are apparently handing out
these plum positions in the police force as a
reward for the ‘‘good work’’ the Black Cats
have done for the government. Tragically, this
‘‘good work’’ consists mainly of killing Sikhs
and other minorities. It is these Black Cats,
often dressed as police, who often carry out
these minority-targeted murders.

Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the
Council of Khalistan, has put out a press re-
lease condemning these murders. He points
out that the killings serve no one’s interest but
that of the Indian government. ‘‘When these
things happen, just as in Chithi Singhpora, you
have to ask the question: Who benefits?,’’ Dr.
Aulakh said. According to him, ‘‘In all these
cases, the answer is the same: the Indian
government. Neither the Sikh Nation nor the
Kashmiris benefit in any way from the murders
of Sikhs or Kashmiris.’’ He noted that there
were some threats to destroy a Muslim
mosque in retaliation for the murders. It is the
Indian government that has a record of attack-
ing, desecrating, and destroying Christian,
Sikh, and Muslim religious places. Dr. Aulakh
urged both communities to keep their cool and
not to be sucked into the Indian government’s
strategy. ‘‘The Indian government has shown
its disregard for basic human rights,’’ said Dr.
Aulakh.

Mr. Speaker, the hard-working American
taxpayers should not be taxed to support this
kind of a government. American principles of
freedom require that we help these people.
We should stop all aid to India until it stops re-
pressing its minorities and we should put the
Congress on record demanding a free and fair
plebiscite in Punjab, Khalistan, in Kashmir, in
predominantly Christian Nagaland, and any-
where else where people seek their freedom
from India. These actions will go a long way
towards bringing freedom to the subcontinent.
I urge this Congress and President Bush to
act now in support of freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the following press re-
lease from the Council of Khalistan’s about
this terrible incident; into the RECORD. I urge
all my colleagues to read it carefully. It is very
revealing about the true nature of Indian ‘‘de-
mocracy.’’
SIKHS CONDEMN KILLINGS IN KASHMIR, AP-

PEAL TO BOTH COMMUNITIES TO EXERCISE
RESTRAINT—DO NOT BECOME PART OF THE
INDIAN GOVERNMENT’S DIVIDE AND RULE
STRATEGY—INDIA SHOULD FREE KASHMIR
AND KHALISTAN INSTEAD OF MURDERING
PEOPLE

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 6, 2001—The
Council of Khalistan today condemned this
week’s killings of five Sikhs and the murder
of a Muslim scooter driver by Indian Sikh se-
curity force personnel in Kashmir. ‘‘These
killings are reprehensible,’’ said Dr. Gurmit
Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of
Khalistan, which leads the Sikh Nation’s
struggle for independence. ‘‘Neither Sikhs
nor Muslims nor any other people should be
killed because of who they are,’’ he said.
‘‘These killings only advance the Indian gov-
ernment’s divide and rule strategy,’’ he said.
‘‘I urge both the Sikh community and the
Muslim community not to get worked up and

commit more violence against each other,’’
said Dr. Aulakh.

‘‘When these things happen, just as in
Chithi Singhpora, you have to ask the ques-
tion: Who benefits?,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘In
all these cases, the answer is the same: the
Indian government. Neither the Sikh Nation
nor the Kashmiris benefit in any way from
the murders of Sikhs or Kashmiris.’’

Members of the violent Black Cats com-
mandos have been recruited into the police
due to their ‘‘good work’’—killing Sikhs and
other minorities. These Indian agents have
infiltrated Sikh organizations and Muslim
organizations. ‘‘They were the ones who
threatened to destroy a mosque in retalia-
tion for the killings,’’ Dr. Aulakh noted. ‘‘No
Sikh would ever destroy anyone’s religious
places. But the theocratic Hindu militant
government of India has a record of doing
so,’’ he said. He noted that the BJP de-
stroyed the Babri mosque and still plans to
build a Hindu temple on the spot. A mosque
in Kashmir was also destroyed. Hindu mili-
tants affiliated with the RSS, the parent or-
ganization of the ruling BJP, have burned
Christian churches. The Indian government
attacked the Golden Temple and 38 other
Sikh Gurdwaras in Punjab in June 1984.

Tens of thousands of Sikh political pris-
oners are rotting in Indian jails without
charge or trial. India is in gross violation of
international law. The government of India
has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984,
more than 200,000 Christians since 1947, over
70,000 Muslims in Kashmir since 1988, and
tens of thousands of Tamils, Assamese,
Manipuris, Dalits (the aboriginal people of
the subcontinent), and others. The Indian
Supreme Court called the Indian govern-
ment’s murders of Sikhs ‘‘worse than a geno-
cide.’’ Government-allied Hindu militants
have murdered priests, and raped nuns. The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) described the
rapists as ‘‘patriotic youth’’ and called the
nuns ‘‘Nantinational elements.’’ Hindu radi-
cals, members of the Bajrang Dal, burned
missionary Graham Stewart Staines and his
two sons, ages 10 and 8, to death while they
surrounded the victims and chanted ‘‘Vic-
tory to Hannuman,’’ a Hindu god.

‘‘India is not a democracy for Sikhs, Mus-
lims, Christians, and other minorities,’’ said
Dr. Aulakh. The rights guaranteed in the In-
dian constitution are not enjoyed by non-
Hindus,’’ he said. ‘‘Congressman Rohr-
abacher was right when he said that for mi-
norities ‘India might as well be Nazi Ger-
many.’’ ’ Police witnesses have confirmed
that the police tortured and murdered the
former Jathedar of the Akal Takht, Gurdev
Singh Kaunke, and human-rights activist
Jaswant Singh Khalra.

Sikhs ruled Punjab up to 1849 when the
British conquered the subcontinent. Sikhs
were equal partners during the transfer of
power from the British. The Muslim leader
Jinnah got Pakistan for his people, the
Hindu leaders got India, but the Sikh leader-
ship was fooled by the Hindu leadership
promising that Sikhs would have ‘‘the glow
of freedom’’ in Northwest India and the
Sikhs took their share with India on that
promise.

Sikhism was not even recognized in the In-
dian constitution as a separate religion,
while Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, etc. were
recognized. Discrimination against the Sikh
Nation took place in every sphere. After the
Golden Temple attack, the Sikh Nation
stepped up its struggle to achieve its God-
given right to be free. On October 7, 1987, the
Sikh Nation declared the independence of its
homeland, Punjab, Khalistan. No Sikh rep-
resentative has ever signed the Indian con-
stitution. The Sikh Nation demands freedom
for its homeland, Khalistan.

‘‘Democracies don’t commit genocide,’’ Dr.
Aulakh said. ‘‘In a democracy, the right to

self-determination is the sine qua non and
India should allow a plebiscite in Kashmir
and Punjab, Khalistan,’’ he said. ‘‘Only free-
dom will bring peace and justice in South
Asia.’’
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Thursday, February 8, 2001
Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I pay

tribute to the life and work of jazz great James
‘‘J.J.’’ Johnson. A legendary trombone player,
J.J. Johnson made an indelible mark on
bebop jazz. He died on February 4th at the
age of 77.

During his six decade career, Johnson
played with some of the most influential musi-
cians in jazz, including Benny Carter, Dizzy
Gillepsie and, one of my personal favorites,
Charlie Parker. Early in his career, he joined
Benny Carter’s big band and recorded his first
professional work with it. Johnson revolution-
ized the playing of the trombone, ensuring its
place in the world of jazz music. He was one
of the first musicians to successfully integrate
the trombone into the intricate rhythms and
phrasing of bebop. In later years, he worked
as a composer and arranger, and during the
1970s wrote scores for several television
shows and feature films.

Jazz is a national treasure and true Amer-
ican art form. In turn, jazz musicians should
be lauded for their many contributions to
American culture. It is in that vein that I salute
the life and work of one of the jazz greats,
James ‘‘J.J.’’ Johnson.
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Thursday, February 8, 2001
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I com-

memorate the 25th anniversary of the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union Manoogian-
Demirdjian School in Canoga Park, CA.

On February 2, 1976, a concerned group of
leaders from the Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union, an international philanthropic orga-
nization headquartered in New York, estab-
lished the Manoogian-Demirdjian private
school in Van Nuys, CA with 19 students and
3 faculty members. I am pleased to inform you
today that it now stands in Canoga Park, CA,
with a student body of 958 and 104 faculty
members.

Mr. Speaker, the Armenian General Benev-
olent Union Manoogian-Demirdjian School is
now the largest Armenian School by popu-
lation in North America. The high standards
and academic achievements of the students
have made it one of the most well-known pri-
vate schools in southern California. I would
like to mention that among this year’s 60 Sen-
iors, one received a perfect SAT score of
1600, one has been nominated to the Presi-
dential Scholars Pool, and two others are Na-
tional Merit Scholars.
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Mr. Speaker, I hope you will join me in ex-

tending our congratulations to the AGBU
Manoogian-Demirdjian School on it’s Silver
anniversary and wish them continued success
in future endeavors.
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CENTRAL NEW JERSEY RECOG-
NIZES FRANCO MINERVINI FOR
HIS SERVICE TO OUR COMMU-
NITY

HON. RUSH D. HOLT
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 8, 2001

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I wish today in rec-
ognition of Franco Minervini for his dedication
to the cause of social justice for Italian-Ameri-
cans. I applaud the achievements he has
made fighting prejudice as an active member
of his community and a positive contributor to
our society.

Throughout his distinguished career as an
artist, educator, and business owner, Franco
Minervini has been a tireless advocate for
central New Jersey’s Italian-American commu-
nity. As a member and former State Chairman
of the Commission for Social Justice, the anti-
defamation arm of the Order Sons of Italy in
America, Franco has made it his lifelong goal
‘‘to fight our society’s relaxed attitude toward
prejudice.’’

Franco’s achievements have won him praise
from such organizations as the Ocean Town-
ship’s Italian American Association, the Na-
tional Police Defense Foundation and the
Order Sons of Italy in America.

In addition to being a champion for Italian-
American issues, Mr. Minervini is a nationally
renowned sculptor and proprietor of the Free-
hold based Dependable Machinery Company.
Franco has served as the program coordinator
of ‘‘Italy’s Heroes of the Holocaust’’, ‘‘A Debt
to Honor’’, and ‘‘Yours is a Precious Witness’’
exhibits shown at both Brookdale Community
College and Rowan University.

Once again, I applaud the efforts of Franco
Minervini and ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing his steadfast commitment to serv-
ing our community.
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EFFECTIVE DATES FOR AWARDS
TO VETERANS’ SURVIVORS

HON. PATSY T. MINK
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Thursday, February 8, 2001

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce legislation which would per-
mit the families of veterans who died as a re-
sult of a service-connected injury to collect
benefits from the date of the veteran’s death.

On August 27, 1984, L.H. Bailey died in the
VA Medical Center in Honolulu of lung cancer.
Mr. Bailey had served in the Vietnam theater
and received the Vietnam Service medal. In
1993 the Secretary of Veterans Affairs deter-
mined that lung cancer was a medical condi-
tion related to Agent Orange exposure.

Following the announcement of the Sec-
retary’s determination, Mr. Bailey’s widow filed

for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
based on the Secretary’s determination and
was granted benefits from August 6, 1993, the
date the VA received her claim. However, she
received no benefits for the nearly nine years
between Mr. Bailey’s death and the date the
VA determined that as a matter of law the
lung cancer was caused by exposure to Agent
Orange.

It is unfair to deny the families of veterans
benefits due solely to a delay on the part of
the VA to acknowledge that the veteran died
as a result of his military service. Mr. Bailey
and other veterans died as a result of their
service to their country. Their families should
not be punished because the VA was slow to
recognize the cause of their death.

My bill corrects this unfairness. It requires
the VA to grant the families Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation awards from the date
of the veteran’s death, regardless of when the
VA acknowledged the service-connection of
the veterans death.

I urge my colleagues to join with me in co-
sponsoring this legislation.
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Thursday, February 8, 2001

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, in 1992
the North Pacific Fisheries Management
Council established, and the Secretary of
Commerce by regulation began implementing,
the western Alaska community development
quota (CDQ) program. Over the past nine
years, the CDQ program has made a valuable
contribution to improving economic and social
conditions in the small Alaska Native villages
on the coast of the Bering Sea that participate
in the program.

In 1994 a question was raised whether the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) au-
thorized the Council to establish and the Sec-
retary to implement the CDQ program. In re-
sponse, in 1996 I sponsored a provision that
the 104th Congress enacted as section 111 of
the Sustainable Fisheries Act that amended
the Magnuson-Stevens Act to explicitly author-
ize the CDQ program.

The provision—section 305(i)(1) of the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Act—settled the authorization
question; however, it does not provide guid-
ance to the Secretary for implementing the
CDQ program, nor does it authorize the state
of Alaska to assist the Secretary to implement
the program or establish the terms and condi-
tions for the state’s participation.

In addition, over the past nine years the
business activities of the six groups that the
eligible communities have organized to partici-
pate in the CDQ program have become in-
creasingly sophisticated. Initially, each CDQ
group simply contracted with an existing fish-
ing company to harvest the share of the total
allowable catch of Bering Sea pollock that the
group was allocated. In exchange, the group
received a royalty payment from the company,
as well as employment opportunities for village

residents and other local economic develop-
ment benefits. However, today the CDQ
groups are participating in all Bering Sea di-
rected fisheries through substantial equity in-
terests in established fishing companies. In
addition, in 1998 when it enacted the Amer-
ican Fisheries Act the 105th Congress created
a loan program—contained in section 211(e)
of the American Fisheries Act—that encour-
ages CDQ groups to make additional invest-
ments.

It is important that the implementation of the
CDQ program reflect these new realities. For
that reason, Congress needs to provide the
Secretary, the CDQ groups, the fishing com-
panies in which the CDQ groups own equity
interests, and the state of Alaska clear guid-
ance regarding how the CDQ program should
be implemented.

Last October I introduced H.R. 5565 whose
enactment would have amended section
305(i)(1) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act to pro-
vide that guidance. Unfortunately, there was
not enough time for the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to consider H.R. 5565 prior to the
adjournment of the 106th Congress. For that
reason, I today am reintroducing the legisla-
tion in the 107th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, this bill identifies that the ob-
jectives of the CDQ program are to provide el-
igible western Alaska communities the fair and
equitable opportunity to participate in Bering
Sea fisheries that Magnuson-Stevens Act Na-
tional Standard 4 requires, and to assist eligi-
ble communities to achieve sustainable long-
term diversified local economic development.
The bill requires the Secretary to allocate to
the CDQ program the same percentages of
the total allowable catches and guideline har-
vest levels of Bering Sea directed fisheries
that Congress through section 206 of the
American Fisheries Act and the Secretary by
regulation already have allocated to the pro-
gram.

In 1998 Congress directed the National
Academy of Sciences to study, and then to re-
port to Congress regarding, the CDQ program.
In 1999 the National Research Council deliv-
ered that report and, in part, recommended
that the process through which the state of
Alaska assists the Secretary in implementing
the CDQ program should be clarified.

Pursuant to that recommendation, this legis-
lation establishes a process for implementing
the CDQ program. The bill I am introducing
today establishes the terms and conditions for
the state of Alaska’s assistance to the Sec-
retary in implementing the program. The bill
also affords the CDQ groups an opportunity to
decide among themselves the percentages of
each Bering Sea directed fishing allowance
that each group will harvest during a fishing
year. If the CDQ groups cannot agree, the bill
affords the groups an opportunity to jointly de-
velop the criteria that the Secretary shall apply
to allocate fishing opportunities among the
groups (as well as for the state of Alaska to
apply in developing its recommendations to
the Secretary regarding the allocation of fish-
ing opportunities).

On October 4, 2000 the General Counsel of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration issued a legal opinion that concluded
that the text of the definition of the term ‘‘CDQ
project’’ in 50 CFR 679.2 is ambiguous re-
garding whether programs and activities of
fishing companies in which CDQ groups
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